Identity Book

An Autobiography Project

“If you don't understand yourself, you don't understand anybody else.”
Nikki Giovanni

This quarter, you are going to write your own autobiography, a snapshot of who you are right now.  There will be twenty chapters, each worth a grade.  This project will be more than half your grade for third quarter.  It’s important to try your hardest, use your time wisely, and above all, enjoy the process.  
Your book will consist of twenty chapters.  Three chapters will be art pieces.  The other fifteen chapters must have a written requirement and an artistic component.  The art may be sketches, photos, or hand drawn designs. They should reflect who you are and the topic you wrote about in that chapter.  The written portion must be edited by me before you can finalize it. 
The Outside:

Your book should be in a 2 inch binder (this was on your supply list at the beginning of the year) because we will be adding to it for your end of year portfolio.  I highly encourage page protectors to preserve your hard work throughout the year.  You may decorate the binder any way you wish, but you must have a title and your name on the front somewhere.  You may also use one of your art pieces for the cover.
Time Management:

As you move from middle school into high school, you need to learn to manage your time effectively.  In addition to the book itself, you will be graded on your in-class participation and productivity.  You will be given a planning calendar and log sheets to keep track of what you have accomplished each day.  You need to plan what you will need to do in order to stay on schedule and complete your book on time.  You need to turn in four chapters per week.  
Due Dates:

Final due date: Tuesday, March 14
Checkpoint 1: February 21
Checkpoint 2: March 6
*Pay attention to the calendar—some chapters we will do all together!
Chapter One—Life Map (Art Piece)

Chapter Two--The Physical Me (2-3 Paragraphs)


This page should describe your physical features.  This can include easy to describe things: your age, height, eye-color, hair color, etc.  It should also include descriptions that make you unique, like your smile, the way you walk, or the clothes you wear.  Try to make descriptions as specific as possible.

Chapter Three--The Questioning Me 


On this page you will list questions about life that are important to you.  You may add the answers, if you know them.  Your questions might include things you worry about, your dreams, or bigger questions about the universe.  

Chapter Four--The Future Me (1 page)

Describe your life in the future, 20, 30, or even 50 years in the future.  Describe your job, house, family, etc.  You can write this in the form of a future diary entry, a letter to yourself, or a description.  

Chapter Five--My Family and Me (1 page)


You may write a description of your family or write a story about a family adventure.  Use photos to illustrate your writing.  

Chapter Six—Family Poem


We will be writing two family poems in class.  One is a metaphor poem, “My Family is…”  The other is a form poem, “I Am From.”  You may use either poem or put both in your book.  

Chapter Seven—Quote or I Can’t Live Without (Art Piece)

Chapter Eight--The Relaxing Me (2-3 paragraphs)


What do you do in your free time?  Describe your hobbies, favorite sports, and other forms of entertainment.  You can even describe your favorite place to relax.

Chapter Nine--People I Admire (1 page)


The people you admire can say a lot about you.  Describe a person or people you admire.  They can be someone famous or someone you know.  They can from the past or present.  Make this a tribute to the person or people you are describing.

Chapter Ten--Me Back When (2-3 pages) 


Describe who you were when you were younger.  You may need to talk to family members to help add details.  Consider describing how you’ve changed.  Use photos to help show who you were.  

Chapter Eleven--My Friends and Me (2-3 Paragraphs)


Describe your best friends.  Explain what traits you have that make you a good friend.  You can share personal stories or simply descriptions of your friends.  

Chapter Twelve--Spiritual Me (2-3 paragraphs)

Describe your spiritual life.  How does your faith shape who you are?  Why is your faith important to you? You may use your spiritual journey essay from religion class. 
Chapter Thirteen—Self Portrait (Art Piece)
Chapter Fourteen—Top Twenty List


Make a top twenty list about one aspect of your life—Top Twenty TV Shows, Top Twenty Movies, Top Twenty Songs…

Chapter Fifteen—I Don’t Understand Poem

   
We already wrote this—just revise and print.
Chapters Sixteen, Seventeen, Eighteen
--Your Choice


For these chapters, you may use your own topics or choose items from your Life Map.  Here are a few ideas to inspire you:


Nature and Me


Sports and Me


What Makes Me Laugh


My Pets and Me


My Goals For High School


What I Wish

**You may do one of these chapters as an art piece, if you wish.

Chapter Nineteen--My Biographer and Me 


Here’s a fun twist.  Ask someone else to write a chapter of your book.  This can be a family member or a friend.  It can NOT be another eighth grader, since they are busy writing their own stories.  Choose someone who knows you well.  Here are some questions your biographer may use:


-What is this person’s greatest strength?


-Is this person moody?  Easy to get along with?  How does he/she show his/her 

feelings?


-Does this person resemble anyone in looks, personality, or 
behavior?


-How has this person changed over time?


-What does this person want out of life?


-What is the best thing about this person?


-What advice would you give this person?

Chapter Twenty--I Am Poem


Write an “I Am” poem or art piece.  There are several templates online.  You can do a Google search to find one or write your own..  I suggest this one last because you will already have analyzed so many aspects of yourself.  
